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Why Forage Test?

� Establishes quality standards for HFG 
growers/suppliers.

� Assists HFG staff to recommend proper forage 
purchases.

� Educates and informs HFG customers on:
� Value of hay products

� Correct/best selection of hay for their horses
� Overall better buying criteria

� Improves overall value and quality from the hay 
field to the customers stable.



Test Definitions

� Relative Feed Quality (RFQ) The overall 
indicator of the nutritional value of the hay.

� Total Digestible Nutrients (TDN) - This is a 
measure of the total digestible nutrients in the 
hay or its energy value.  (What stays in the 
horse for nutrients.)

� Crude Protein (CP) – This is a measure of the 
protein concentration of the hay.  Similar to the 
qualities in the feed you buy, i.e. Triumph 10 has 
10% crude protein.



Test Definitions

� Neutral Detergent Fiber (NDF) – This is a 

measure of the plant’s cell wall content, shown 

as a percent. The higher this is, the less the 

horse will eat of the hay. 

� Acid Detergent Fiber (ADF) – This is a 

measure of the fiber concentration of the hay, 

shown as a percent. As ADF increases, 

digestibility and nutrient availability decrease. 



Forage Test Results From Lab


